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A BILL

To improve the commodity distribution programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture, to reform and simplify the Food
Stamp Program, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,



© 00 N O U b~ W N PP

N NN N N N DN R R R R R R R R R
o 00 A W N PP O © 0 N~ oo 0 M W N R O

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Food Stamp Reform

and Commodity Distribution Act”.
TITLE I—COMMODITY

DISTRIBUTION PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the *“Commodity Distribu-
tion Act of 1995,

SEC. 102. AVAILABILITY OF COMMODITIES.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter in this title referred
to as the “Secretary’”) is authorized during fiscal years
1996 through 2000 to purchase a variety of nutritious and
useful commaodities and distribute such commodities to the
States for distribution in accordance with this title.

(b) In addition to the commodities described in sub-
section (@), the Secretary may expend funds made available
to carry out the section 32 of the Act of August 24, 1935
(7 U.S.C. 612c), which are not expended or needed to carry
out such sections, to purchase, process, and distribute com-
modities of the types customarily purchased under such sec-
tion to the States for distribution in accordance with this
title.

(¢) In addition to the commodities described in sub-
sections (a) and (b), agricultural commaodities and the prod-

ucts thereof made available under clause (2) of the second
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3
sentence of section 32 of the Act of August 24, 1935 (7

U.S.C. 612¢), may be made available by the Secretary to
the States for distribution in accordance with this title.

(d) In addition to the commodities described in sub-
sections (a), (b), and (c), commodities acquired by the Com-
modity Credit Corporation that the Secretary determines,
In the discretion of the Secretary, are in excess of quantities
needed to—

(1) carry out other domestic donation programs;

(2) meet other domestic obligations;

(3) meet international market development and
food aid commitments; and

(4) carry out the farm price and income sta-
bilization purposes of the Agricultural Adjustment

Act of 1938, the Agricultural Act of 1949, and the

Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act;
shall be made available by the Secretary, without charge
or credit for such commodities, to the States for distribution
in accordance with this title.

(e) During each fiscal year, the types, varieties and
amounts of commodities to be purchased under this title
shall be determined by the Secretary. In purchasing such
commodities, except those commodities purchased pursuant
to section 110, the Secretary shall, to the extent practicable

and appropriate, make purchases based on—
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(1) agricultural market conditions;
(2) the preferences and needs of States and dis-
tributing agencies; and

(3) the preferences of the recipients.

1
2
3
4
5 SEC. 103. STATE, LOCAL AND PRIVATE SUPPLEMENTATION
6 OF COMMODITIES.

7 (@) The Secretary shall establish procedures under
8 which State and local agencies, recipient agencies, or any
9 other entity or person may supplement the commodities dis-
10 tributed under this title for use by recipient agencies with
11 nutritious and wholesome commodities that such entities or
12 persons donate for distribution, in all or part of the State,
13 in addition to the commodities otherwise made available

14 under this title.

15 (b) States and eligible recipient agencies may use—
16 (1) the funds appropriated for administrative
17 cost under section 109(b);

18 (2) equipment, structures, vehicles, and all other
19 facilities involved in the storage, handling, or dis-
20 tribution of commodities made available under this
21 title; and

22 (3) the personnel, both paid or volunteer, in-
23 volved in such storage, handling, or distribution;

24 to store, handle or distribute commodities donated for use

25 under subsection (a).
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(c) States and recipient agencies shall continue, to the
maximum extent practical, to use volunteer workers, and
commodities and other foodstuffs donated by charitable and
other organizations, in the distribution of commodities
under this title.

SEC. 104. STATE PLAN.

(a) A State seeking to receive commodities under this
title shall submit a plan of operation and administration
every four years to the Secretary for approval. The plan
may be amended at any time, with the approval of the Sec-
retary.

(b) The State plan, at a minimum, shall—

(1) designate the State agency responsible for
distributing the commodities received under this title;
(2) set forth a plan of operation and administra-
tion to expeditiously distribute commodities under
this title in quantities requested to eligible recipient
agencies in accordance with sections 106 and 110;
(3) set forth the standards of eligibility for recip-
lent agencies; and
(4) set forth the standards of eligibility for indi-
vidual or household recipients of commodities, which
at minimum shall require—
(A) individuals or households to be com-

prised of needy persons; and
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(B) individual or household members to be
residing in the geographic location served by the
distributing agency at the time of application for
assistance.

(c) The Secretary shall encourage each State receiving
commodities under this title to establish a State advisory
board consisting of representatives of all interested entities,
both public and private, in the distribution of commodities
received under this title in the State.

(d) A State agency receiving commodities under this
title may—

(1)(A) enter into cooperative agreements with

State agencies of other States to jointly provide com-

modities received under this title to eligible recipient

agencies that serve needy persons in a single geo-
graphical area which includes such States; or

(B) transfer commodities received under this title
to any such eligible recipient agency in the other

State under such agreement; and

(2) advise the Secretary of an agreement entered

Into under this subsection and the transfer of com-

modities made pursuant to such agreement.
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SEC. 105. ALLOCATION OF COMMODITIES TO STATES.

(@) In each fiscal year, except for those commodities
purchased under section 110, the Secretary shall allocate

the commodities distributed under this title as follows:

1
2
3
4
5 (1) 60 percent of the such total value of commod-
6 ities shall be allocated in a manner such that the
7 value of commodities allocated to each State bears the
8 same ratio to 60 percent of such total value as the
9 number of persons in households within the State hav-
10 ing incomes below the poverty line bears to the total
11 number of persons in households within all States
12 having incomes below such poverty line. Each State
13 shall receive the value of commodities allocated under

14 this paragraph.

15 (2) 40 percent of such total value of commodities
16 shall be allocated in a manner such that the value of
17 commodities allocated to each State bears the same
18 ratio to 40 percent of such total value as the average
19 monthly number of unemployed persons within the
20 State bears to the average monthly number of unem-
21 ployed persons within all States during the same fis-
22 cal year. Each State shall receive the value of com-
23 modities allocated to the State under this paragraph.

24 (b)(1) The Secretary shall notify each State of the
25 amount of commodities that such State is allotted to receive

26 under subsection (a) or this subsection, if applicable. Each

HR 1135 RH



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R e
E W N B O © 0 N O U0 A W N R O

8
State shall promptly notify the Secretary if such State de-

termines that it will not accept any or all of the commod-
ities made available under such allocation. On such a noti-
fication by a State, the Secretary shall reallocate and dis-
tribute such commodities as the Secretary deems appro-
priate and equitable. The Secretary shall further establish
procedures to permit States to decline to receive portions
of such allocation during each fiscal year as the State deter-
mines is appropriate and the Secretary shall reallocate and
distribute such allocation as the Secretary deems appro-
priate and equitable.

(2) In the event of any drought, flood, hurricane, or
other natural disaster affecting substantial numbers of per-
sons in a State, county, or parish, the Secretary may re-
quest that States unaffected by such a disaster consider as-
sisting affected States by allowing the Secretary to reallo-
cate commodities from such unaffected State to States con-
taining areas adversely affected by the disaster.

(c) Purchases of commodities under this title shall be
made by the Secretary at such times and under such condi-
tions as the Secretary determines appropriate within each
fiscal year. All commodities so purchased for each such fis-
cal year shall be delivered at reasonable intervals to States

based on the allocations and reallocations made under sub-
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sections (a) and (b), and or carry out section 110, not later

than December 31 of the following fiscal year.

SEC. 106. PRIORITY SYSTEM FOR STATE DISTRIBUTION OF
COMMODITIES.

(@) In distributing the commodities allocated under
subsections (a) and (b) of section 105, the State agency,
under procedures determined by the State agency, shall
offer, or otherwise make available, its full allocation of com-
modities for distribution to emergency feeding organiza-
tions.

(b) If the State agency determines that the State will
not exhaust the commodities allocated under subsections (a)
and (b) of section 105 through distribution to organizations
referred to in subsection (a), its remaining allocation of
commodities shall be distributed to charitable institutions
described in section 113(3) not receiving commodities under
subsection (a).

(c) If the State agency determines that the State will
not exhaust the commodities allocated under subsections (a)
and (b) of section 105 through distribution to organizations
referred to in subsections (a) and (b), its remaining alloca-
tion of commodities shall be distributed to any eligible re-
cipient agency not receiving commodities under subsections
(@) and (b).

HR 1135 RH
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SEC. 107. INITIAL PROCESSING COSTS.

The Secretary may use funds of the Commodity Credit
Corporation to pay the costs of initial processing and pack-
aging of commodities to be distributed under this title into
forms and in quantities suitable, as determined by the Sec-
retary, for use by the individual households or eligible recip-
lent agencies, as applicable. The Secretary may pay such
costs in the form of Corporation-owned commaodities equal
Iin value to such costs. The Secretary shall ensure that any
such payments in kind will not displace commercial sales
of such commodities.

SEC. 108. ASSURANCES; ANTICIPATED USE.

(@) The Secretary shall take such precautions as the
Secretary deems necessary to ensure that commodities made
available under this title will not displace commercial sales
of such commodities or the products thereof. The Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate by December 31, 1997,
and not less than every two years thereafter, a report as
to whether and to what extent such displacements or substi-
tutions are occurring.

(b) The Secretary shall determine that commodities
provided under this title shall be purchased and distributed
only in quantities that can be consumed without waste. No

eligible recipient agency may receive commodities under
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this title in excess of anticipated use, based on inventory
records and controls, or in excess of its ability to accept
and store such commodities.

SEC. 109. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(@) PURCHASE oF ComMODITIES.—To0 carry out this
title, there are authorized to be appropriated $260,000,000
for each of the fiscal years 1996 through 2000 to purchase,
process, and distribute commodities to the States in accord-
ance with this title.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE FuNDs.—(1) There are author-
ized to be appropriated $40,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 1996 through 2000 for the Secretary to make available
to the States for State and local payments for costs associ-
ated with the distribution of commodities by eligible recipi-
ent agencies under this title, excluding costs associated with
the distribution of those commodities distributed under sec-
tion 110. Funds appropriated under this paragraph for any
fiscal year shall be allocated to the States on an advance
basis dividing such funds among the States in the same pro-
portions as the commodities distributed under this title for
such fiscal year are allocated among the States. If a State
agency is unable to use all of the funds so allocated to it,
the Secretary shall reallocate such unused funds among the
other States in a manner the Secretary deems appropriate

and equitable.
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(2)(A) A State shall make available in each fiscal year

to eligible recipient agencies in the State not less than 40
percent of the funds received by the State under paragraph
(1) for such fiscal year, as necessary to pay for, or provide
advance payments to cover, the allowable expenses of eligible
recipient agencies for distributing commodities to needy
persons, but only to the extent such expenses are actually

so incurred by such recipient agencies.

(B) As used in this paragraph, the term ‘“allowable

expenses” includes—

(i) costs of transporting, storing, handling, re-
packaging, processing, and distributing commodities
incurred after such commaodities are received by eligi-
ble recipient agencies;

(i) costs associated with determinations of eligi-
bility, verification, and documentation;

(ii1) costs of providing information to persons
receiving commodities under this title concerning the
appropriate storage and preparation of such commod-
ities; and

(iv) costs of recordkeeping, auditing, and other
administrative procedures required for participation
In the program under this title.

(C) If a State makes a payment, using State funds,

25 to cover allowable expenses of eligible recipient agencies, the
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amount of such payment shall be counted toward the
amount a State must make available for allowable expenses
of recipient agencies under this paragraph.

(3) States to which funds are allocated for a fiscal year
under this subsection shall submit financial reports to the
Secretary, on a regular basis, as to the use of such funds.
No such funds may be used by States or eligible recipient
agencies for costs other than those involved in covering the
expenses related to the distribution of commodities by eligi-
ble recipient agencies.

(4)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), to be
eligible to receive funds under this subsection, a State shall
provide in cash or in kind (according to procedures ap-
proved by the Secretary for certifying these in-kind con-
tributions) from non-Federal sources a contribution equal
to the difference between—

(1) the amount of such funds so received; and
(ii) any part of the amount allocated to the
State and paid by the State—
(1) to eligible recipient agencies; or
(11) for the allowable expenses of such recip-
lent agencies;
for use in carrying out this title.
(B) Funds allocated to a State under this section may,

upon State request, be allocated before States satisfy the
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matching requirement specified in subparagraph (A), based
on the estimated contribution required. The Secretary shall
periodically reconcile estimated and actual contributions
and adjust allocations to the State to correct for overpay-
ments and underpayments.

(C) Any funds distributed for administrative costs
under section 110(b) shall not be covered by this paragraph.

(5) States may not charge for commodities made avail-
able to eligible recipient agencies, and may not pass on to
such recipient agencies the cost of any matching require-
ments, under this title.

(c) The value of the commodities made available under
subsection (c) and (d) of section 102, and the funds of the
Commodity Credit Corporation used to pay the costs of ini-
tial processing, packaging (including forms suitable for
home use), and delivering commodities to the States shall
not be charged against appropriations authorized by this
section.

SEC. 110. COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM.

(a) From the funds appropriated under section 109(a),
$94,500,000 shall be used for each fiscal year to purchase
and distribute commodities to supplemental feeding pro-
grams serving women, infants, and children or elderly indi-

viduals (hereinafter in this section referred to as the “com-
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modity supplemental food program™), or serving both
groups wherever located.

(b) Not more than 20 percent of the funds made avail-
able under subsection (a) shall be made available to the
States for State and local payments of administrative costs
associated with the distribution of commodities by eligible
recipient agencies under this section. Administrative costs
for the purposes of the commodity supplemental food pro-
gram shall include, but not be limited to, expenses for infor-
mation and referral, operation, monitoring, nutrition edu-
cation, start-up costs, and general administration, includ-
ing staff, warehouse and transportation personnel, insur-
ance, and administration of the State or local office.

(c)(1) During each fiscal year the commodity supple-
mental food program is in operation, the types, varieties,
and amounts of commodities to be purchased under this sec-
tion shall be determined by the Secretary, but, if the Sec-
retary proposes to make any significant changes in the
types, varieties or amounts from those that were available
or were planned at the beginning of the fiscal year the Sec-
retary shall report such changes before implementation to
the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and

Forestry of the Senate.
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(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Commodity Credit Corporation shall, to the extent that the
Commodity Credit Corporation inventory levels permit,
provide not less than 9,000,000 pounds of cheese and not
less than 4,000,000 pounds of nonfat dry milk in each of
the fiscal years 1996 through 2000 to the Secretary. The
Secretary shall use such amounts of cheese and nonfat dry
milk to carry out the commodity supplemental food pro-
gram before the end of the fiscal year.

(d) The Secretary shall, in each fiscal year, approve
applications of additional sites for the program, including
sites that serve only elderly persons, in areas in which the
program currently does not operate, to the full extent that
applications can be approved within the appropriations
available for the program for the fiscal year and without
reducing actual participation levels (including participa-
tion of elderly persons under subsection (e)) in areas in
which the program is in effect.

(e) If a local agency that administers the commaodity
supplemental food program determines that the amount of
funds made available to the agency to carry out this section
exceeds the amount of funds necessary to provide assistance
under such program to women, infants, and children, the

agency, with the approval of the Secretary, may permit
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low-income elderly persons (as defined by the Secretary) to
participate in and be served by such program.

(f)(1) If it is necessary for the Secretary to pay a sig-
nificantly higher than expected price for one or more types
of commaodities purchased under this section, the Secretary
shall promptly determine whether the price is likely to cause
the number of persons that can be served in the program
in a fiscal year to decline.

(2) If the Secretary determines that such a decline
would occur, the Secretary shall promptly notify the State
agencies charged with operating the program of the decline
and shall ensure that a State agency notify all local agen-
cies operating the program in the State of the decline.

(9) Commodities distributed to States pursuant to this
section shall not be considered in determining the commod-
ity allocation to each State under section 105 or priority
of distribution under 106.

SEC. 111. COMMODITIES NOT INCOME.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, commod-
ities distributed under this title shall not be considered in-
come or resources for purposes of determining recipient eli-
gibility under any Federal, State, or local means-tested pro-

gram.
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SEC. 112. PROHIBITION AGAINST CERTAIN STATE CHARGES.

Whenever a commodity is made available without
charge or credit under this title by the Secretary for dis-
tribution within the States to eligible recipient agencies, the
State may not charge recipient agencies any amount that
IS in excess of the State’s direct costs of storing, and trans-
porting to recipient agencies the commodities minus any
amount the Secretary provides the State for the costs of stor-
ing and transporting such commodities.

SEC. 113. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this title:

(1) The term **average monthly number of unem-
ployed persons” means the average monthly number
of unemployed persons within a State in the most re-
cent fiscal year for which such information is avail-
able as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics
of the Department of Labor.

(2) The term *elderly persons” means individ-
uals 60 years of age or older.

(3) The term *eligible recipient agency” means
a public or nonprofit organization that administers—

(A) an institution providing commodities to
supplemental feeding programs serving women,
infants, and children or serving elderly persons,
or serving both groups;

(B) an emergency feeding organization;
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(C) a charitable institution (including a

hospitals and retirement home, but excluding a

penal institution) to the extent that such institu-

tion serves needy persons;

(D) a summer camp for children, or a child
nutrition program providing food service;

(E) a nutrition project operating under the

Older Americans Act of 1965, including such

project that operates a congregate nutrition site

and a project that provides home-delivered meals;
or
(F) a disaster relief program;
and that has been designated by the appropriate State
agency, or by the Secretary, and approved by the Sec-
retary for participation in the program established
under this title.

(4) The term “emergency feeding organization”
means a public or nonprofit organization that ad-
ministers activities and projects (including the activi-
ties and projects of a charitable institution, a food
bank, a food pantry, a hunger relief center, a soup
kitchen, or a similar public or private nonprofit eligi-
ble recipient agency) providing nutrition assistance to

relieve situations of emergency and distress through
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the provision of food to needy persons, including low-
income and unemployed persons.

(5) The term *food bank” means a public and
charitable institution that maintains an established
operation involving the provision of food or edible
commodities, or the products thereof, to food pantries,
soup kitchens, hunger relief centers, or other food or
feeding centers that, as an integral part of their nor-
mal activities, provide meals or food to feed needy
persons on a regular basis.

(6) The term ‘“food pantry” means a public or
private nonprofit organization that distributes food to
low-income and unemployed households, including
food from sources other than the Department of Agri-
culture, to relieve situations of emergency and dis-
tress.

(7) The term “needy persons” means—

(A) individuals who have low incomes or
who are unemployed, as determined by the State

(in no event shall the income of such individual

or household exceed 185 percent of the poverty

line);
(B) households certified as eligible to par-

ticipate in the food stamp program under the
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Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.);

or
(C) individuals or households participating

In any other Federal, or federally assisted,

means-tested program.

(8) The term “poverty line” has the same mean-
ing given such term in section 673(2) of the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)).

(9) The term “‘soup kitchen”” means a public and
charitable institution that, as integral part of its nor-
mal activities, maintains an established feeding oper-
ation to provide food to needy homeless persons on a
regular basis.

SEC. 114. REGULATIONS.

(@) The Secretary shall issue regulations within 120
days to implement this title.

(b) In administering this subtitle, the Secretary shall
minimize, to the maximum extent practicable, the regu-
latory, recordkeeping, and paperwork requirements imposed
on eligible recipient agencies.

(c) The Secretary shall as early as feasible but not later
than the beginning of each fiscal year, publish in the Fed-
eral Register a nonbinding estimate of the types and quan-

tities of commodities that the Secretary anticipates are like-
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ly to be made available under the commodity distribution
program under this title during the fiscal year.

(d) The regulations issued by the Secretary under this
section shall include provisions that set standards with re-
spect to liability for commodity losses for the commaodities
distributed under this title in situations in which there is
no evidence of negligence or fraud, and conditions for pay-
ment to cover such losses. Such provisions shall take into
consideration the special needs and circumstances of eligible
recipient agencies.

SEC. 115. FINALITY OF DETERMINATIONS.

Determinations made by the Secretary under this title
and the facts constituting the basis for any donation of com-
modities under this title, or the amount thereof, when offi-
cially determined in conformity with the applicable regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary, shall be final and conclu-
sive and shall not be reviewable by any other officer or agen-
cy of the Government.

SEC. 116. SALE OF COMMODITIES PROHIBITED.

Except as otherwise provided in section 107, none of
the commodities distributed under this title shall be sold
or otherwise disposed of in commercial channels in any

form.
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SEC. 117. SETTLEMENT AND ADJUSTMENT OF CLAIMS.

(a) The Secretary, or a designee of the Secretary, shall
have the authority to—

(1) determine the amount of, settle, and adjust
any claim arising under this title; and

(2) waive such a claim is the Secretary deter-
mines that to do so will serve the purposes of this
title.

(b) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed
to diminish the authority of the Attorney General of the
United States under section 516 of title 28, United States
Code, to conduct litigation on behalf of the United States.
SEC. 118. REPEALERS; AMENDMENTS.

(@) The Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 (7
U.S.C. 612¢ note) is repealed.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The Hunger Prevention Act of 1988 (7

U.S.C. 612c note) is amended—

(A) by striking section 110;
(B) by striking subtitle C of title I1; and
(C) by striking section 502.
(2) The Commodity Distribution Reform Act
and WIC Amendments of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 612¢ note)

Is amended by striking section 4.
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(3) The Charitable Assistance and Food Bank

Act of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 612c note) is amended by strik-
Ing section 3.
(4) The Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C.
612c note) is amended—
(A) by striking section 1571; and
(B) in section 1562(d), by striking “section

4 of the Agricultural and Consumer Protection

© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

Act of 1973” and inserting ‘“section 110 of the
10 Commodity Distribution Act of 1995,
11 (5) The Agricultural and Consumer Protection

12 Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note) is amended—

13 (A) In section 4(a), by striking “institutions
14 (including hospitals and facilities caring for
15 needy infants and children), supplemental feed-
16 Ing programs serving women, infants and chil-
17 dren or elderly persons, or both, wherever located,
18 disaster areas, summer camps for children” and
19 Inserting “disaster areas”;

20 (B) in subsection 4(c), by striking ‘“the
21 Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 and in-
22 serting “the Commodity Distribution Act of
23 1995”; and

24 (C) by striking section 5.
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(6) The Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and

Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 612c note) is amended

by striking section 1773(f).

TITLE II—SIMPLIFICATION AND REFORM
OF FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Food Stamp Sim-
plification and Reform Act of 1995”.

Subtitle A—Simplified Food Stamp Program
and State Assistance for Needy Families
SEC. 202. ESTABLISHMENT OF SIMPLIFIED FOOD STAMP

PROGRAM.
Section 4(a) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
2013(a)) is amended—
(1) by inserting *“(1)” after “(a)”’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(2) At the request of the State agency, a State may
operate a program, as provided in section 24, within the
State or any political subdivisions within the State iIn
which households with one or more members receiving regu-
lar cash benefits under the program established by the State
under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block
Grant be issued food stamp benefits in accordance with the

rules and procedures established—
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“(A) by the State under the Temporary Assist-

ance for Needy Families Block Grant or this Act; or

“(B) under the food stamp program.”.

SEC. 203. SIMPLIFIED FOOD STAMP PROGRAM.

(@) The Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et
seq.) is amended by adding the following new section:
“SEC. 24. SIMPLIFIED FOOD STAMP PROGRAM.

“(a) If a State elects to operate a program under sec-
tion 4(a)(2) within the State or any political subdivision
within the State—

“(1) households in which all members receive reg-
ular cash benefits under the program established by
the State under the Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families Block Grant shall be automatically eligible
to participate in the food stamp program;

“(2) benefits under such program shall be deter-
mined under the rules and procedures established by
the State or political subdivision under the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant or
under the food stamp program, subject to subsection
(9).

“(b) In approving a State plan to carry out a program
under section 4(a)(2), the Secretary shall certify that the
average level of food stamp benefits per household partici-

pating in the program under such section for the State or
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political subdivision in which such program is in operation
IS not expected to exceed the average level of food stamp
benefits per household that received benefits under the pro-
gram established by a State under the part A of title IV
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) in such
area in the preceding fiscal year, adjusted for any changes
In the thrifty food plan under section 3(0). The Secretary
shall compute the permissible average level of food stamp
benefits per household each year for each State or political
subdivision in which such program is in operation and
may require a State to report any information necessary
to make such computation.

“(c) When the Secretary determines that the average
level of food stamp benefits per household provided by the
State or political subdivision under such program has ex-
ceeded the permissible average level of food stamp benefits
per household for the State or political subdivision in which
the program was in operation, the State or political sub-
division shall pay to the Treasury of the United States the
value of the food stamp benefits in excess of the permissible
average level of food stamp benefits per household in the
State or political subdivision within 90 days after the noti-
fication of such excess payments.

“(d)(1) A household against which a penalty is im-

posed (including a reduction in benefits or disqualification)
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for noncompliance with the program established by the
State under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Block Grant may have the same penalty imposed against
it (including a reduction in benefits or disqualification) in
the program administered under this section.

“(2) If the penalty for noncompliance with the pro-
gram established by the State under the Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families Block Grant is a reduction in bene-
fits in such program, the household shall not receive an in-
creased allotment under the program administered under
this section as a result of a decrease in the household’s in-
come (as determined by the State under this section) caused
by such penalty.

“(3) Any household disqualified from the program ad-
ministered under this subsection may, after such disquali-
fication period has expired, apply for food stamp benefits
under this Act and shall be treated as a new applicant.

“(e) If a State or political subdivision, at its option,
operates a program under section 4(a)(2) for households
that include any member who does not receive regular cash
benefits under the program established by the State under
the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant,
the Secretary shall ensure that the State plan provides that
household eligibility shall be determined under this Act,

benefits may be determined under the rules and procedures
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established by the State under the Temporary Assistance

for Needy Families Block Grant or this Act, and benefits
provided under this section shall be equitably distributed
among all household members.

“(f)(1) Under the program operated under section
4(a)(2), the State may elect to provide cash assistance in
lieu of allotments to all households that include a member
who is employed and whose employment produces for the
benefit of the member’s household income that satisfies the
requirements of paragraph (2).

“(2) The State, in electing to provide cash assistance
under paragraph (1), at a minimum shall require that such
earned income is—

“(A) not less than $350 per month;

“(B) earned from employment provided by a
nongovernmental employer, as determined by the
State; and

“(C) received from the same employer for a pe-
riod of employment of not less than 3 consecutive
months.

“(3) If a State that makes the election described in
paragraph (1) identifies each household that receives cash
assistance under this subsection—

“(A) the Secretary shall pay to the State an

amount equal to the value of the allotment that such
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household would be eligible to receive under this sec-
tion but for the operation of this subsection;

“(B) the State shall provide such amount to the
household as cash assistance in lieu of such allotment;
and

“(C) for purposes of food stamp program (other
than this section and section 4(a)(2))—

“(i) such cash assistance shall be considered
to be an allotment; and

“(i1) such household shall not receive any
other food stamp benefit for the period for which
such cash assistance is provided.

“(4) A State that makes the election in paragraph (1)

14 shall—

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(A) increase the cash benefits provided to house-
holds under this subsection to compensate for any
State or local sales tax that may be collected on pur-
chases of food by any household receiving cash benefits
under this subsection, unless the Secretary determines
on the basis of information provided by the State that
the increase is unnecessary on the basis of the limited
nature of the items subject to the State or local sales
tax; and

“(B) pay the cost of any increase in cash benefits

required by paragraph (1).
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“(5) After a State operates a program under this sub-
section for 2 years, the State shall provide to the Secretary
a written evaluation of the impact of cash assistance.

“(9) In operating a program under section 4(a)(2), the
State or political subdivision may follow the rules and pro-
cedures established by the State or political subdivision
under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block
Grant or under the food stamp program, except that the
State or political subdivision shall comply with the require-
ments of—

“(1) subsections (a) through (g) of section 7 (re-
lating to the issuance and use of coupons);

“(2) section 8(a) (relating to the value of allot-
ments, except that a household’s income may be deter-
mined under the program established by the State
under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Block Grant);

“(3) section 8(b) (allotment not considered in-
COMe Or resources);

“(4) subsections (a), (), (d), and (n) of section
11 (relating to administration);

“(5) paragraphs (8), (12), (17), (19), (21), (26),
and (27) of section 11(e) (relating to the State plan);

“(6) section 11(e)(10) (relating to a fair hearing)

or a comparable requirement established by the State
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under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Block Grant; and

“(7) section 16 (relating to administrative cost-
sharing and quality control).”.

(b) Section 11(e) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7

U.S.C. 2020(e)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (24), by striking “and” at the
end,;

(2) in paragraph (25), by striking the period at
the end and inserting *“; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(26) the plans of the State agency for operating,
at the election of the State, a program under section
@ (@)(2), including—

“(A) the rules and procedures to be followed
by the State to determine food stamp benefits;

“(B) a statement specifying whether the
program operated by the State under section

4(a)(2) 